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maintain their character as barriers to international intimacy ; when
the whole structure of world relationships will have assumed so
intricate, delicate, and universal a nature that the general com-
munity of interests will far exceed in importance the interests of
any one group or nation. When that day comes, if the machinery
for meeting it is wisely conceived and intelligently built from one
generation to another—and if it is solidly founded upon the en-
lightened view-point recently expressed by Prince Tokugawa that
" the .future happiness and welfare of all mankind will in no small
degree depend on the promotion of good understanding and mutual
helpfulness among the nations surrounding the Pacific "—who shall
say that the world will not achieve a happier and more enlightened
destiny than our forefathers could have visualized ?
Then may Balboa look down on the great arena to which he
initiated world access, and smile with gratification at his contribution
to the working out of the mightiest problem in history.
WEDDING DAY
October 7, 1933
Elsie's wedding day is over ; the captains and the kings and the
bride and groom have departed.
It was not the crisp autumnal day of October 7, 1905, but at least
the rain was driven away by a high wind, and the weather was
warm and not unpleasant. At 10 we all filed in to the Con-
sulate-General and appeared before Consul Spamer, where papers
were signed, Neville and I acting as witnesses ; then to the municipal
office of Kojimachi Ward, which is always used for American weddings
because the officials there are familiar with American legal pro-
cedure and it avoids having to answer innumerable questions, even
though it necessitates the bride and groom giving the Imperial
Hotel as their residence, a fiction accepted by the authorities as
the hotel is in that district. The premature demise of the bride and
groom was avoided by a hairbreadth when the press photographers,
fiddling with the window curtainSj brought down the heavy wooden
contraption over the windows within an inch of their heads in a
cloud of prehistoric dust. Of course we all laughed, but it would
have been no joke had it hit them3 and the Mayor, or whatever he
is called, was niuch upset, muttering to Neville in Japanese : " I
have been exceedingly rude." That ceremony over (it cost the
munificent sum of fifteen sen—about three cents), we returned to
the Consulate, where Spamer issued the certificate that he had wit-
nessed the civil marriage and Mr. and Mrs. Lyon, according to
American law, were man and wife.
The religious ceremony at 3 and the official reception at 4
are best described by Esther Crane in the Advertiser and by Chiyo
Hirose in The Times. I cannot do more than say that the bride was
as lovely as they make them, that the groom did credit to his nation,

